
de la Vega, Garcilaso. “The Foundation of Cuzco, the Imperial City.” Chapter XVI in Royal Commentaries 
of the Incas and General History of Peru. Austin, TX: University of Texas Press, 1966. 

•	 What is the relation between subduing a people and instructing them? What do these terms 
mean? 

Malpass, Michael A. "Politics and Society." Chapter 2 in Daily Life in the Inca Empire. 1st ed. Westport, 
CT: Greenwood Press, 1996. ISBN: 9780313293900. 

•	 Why is it important for one's empire to function as a unit? Why did the decentralized empire 

not become the norm in earlier times? 

•	 Why were the Incan conquerors neither more nor less severe than they were? What 
determined their level of severity that conquerors took toward their conquered peoples? What 
is the purpose of severe civil punishments? 

•	 What is meant by a "well‐developed bureaucracy"? 

•	 What equivalents do we have to the ayllus? 

•	 Explain why the Incas‐by‐privilege came into existence (as opposed to a different social

structure for the necessary government posts).


•	 Why was the labor class not mentioned by Spanish conquerors? Is it possible that they did not 
exist? 

•	 In the Incan state, cloth production was the second largest industry, after agriculture. How do 

these two industries rank for the United States? 

•	 What psychological effects would it have to wear your origin at all times? 



MIT OpenCourseWare
http://ocw.mit.edu

ES.272 Culture Tech
Spring 2003

For information about citing these materials or our Terms of Use, visit: http://ocw.mit.edu/terms.

http://ocw.mit.edu
http://ocw.mit.edu/terms



