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Chapter 6, “Holy Beef, U.S.A.” 

•	 Is this "economic" anthropological description more relevant to the issues involved than a 

"cultural" or "symbolic" one? 

•	 What might the cultural or symbolic explanation of these culinary changes be? 

•	 Was it the result of a difference in culture or a difference in economy that Americans loved pigs, 
and Israelis didn't? 

•	 Why were New‐World vegetables like corn and potatoes incorporated into the American and 

world diet, but no New‐World animals? 

•	 Why does the hamburger remain such an important part of the American diet, after the heyday 

of car culture? 

•	 What role does the government play in defining American culinary customs? 

•	 Is it true that "In America as never before in history, good to eat is what is good to sell."? 
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