
Thought Questions on Chinese Short Stories: 
“Love Must Not be Forgotten” and “At Middle Age” 

 
1. Why was “Love Must Not be Forgotten” considered a controversial piece of 

literature? 
 
2. Was Zhong Yu’s love for Guo Wang mutually felt or was it an obsession? 

 
3. What is Chen Rong’s purpose in writing “At Middle Age”? 

 
4. How is the plight of the middle aged in China parallel to that of those in the 

United States? 
 

5. How do the characters in “At Middle Age” maintain their self-identities? 
 

6. Do you consider it a mistake for Lu Wenting to get marring in light of her 
profession? 

 
7. Does Lu Wenting have an obsession with work?  If so, does this corrupt her 

concept of family? 
 
**Compare Lu Wenting to the women in “The Ark”. 
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