
FULL (Classical) form -+ SIMPLIFIED form 
Fantizi Jiantizi 

~k 1-1- ~".!i:,~ lUt ~ J I~l 'vt' ~ 

1. Simplification of radicals & other recurring elements: 

. . .., .,. '\ '\ '\ '\ '\ '\i -+1 . it iii lk 1>L l~ iM 
'A ./c~

'\10 1;.{ (BUT 1; yan) 

'\ '\"-+t · ~ -M ~ (BUT ~ shi)· 
Jt~ ~ 

'\-+ 
~ 

~ ~ 

~ -+t · ~ i8....0." · '\ 

'\ '\r1 -+ I'J IP] I~ l~l '\ 11'1 

m-+QJ ;H-+V!;jL -+ YL: 
'C:7 -(-b

'\ '\ '\ "Elm '\-t YJ .Dl ~ .JjL 

Jfg -+ #J · ,,~ '\ j~· 

.,,> ---+ --- · ~
· 

'\ -* -+4 · $. 4· 
~ -+i · 1~ '\ f.t (tie)· 



2. Simplification by omitting parts: 

It -+~ 't -+~ 1..5 -+ ,?.. 5l-+)L 

1t~ -+~ at -+ut J(t -+ ~ 1l-+* 

M-+7f 1it -+"t if -+ 51 A -+;X

iii -+ r Jt -+~ ~-+).A 

3. Substituting a simpler element for a complex one: 

a) Simpler element is not a character: 

b) Simpler element is also a character (but not a "phonetic"): 

-t -+-* (~yUn) 

it -+ ~ (~shan; 7xI) ll-+ilL(jJB) 

j{ -+i3: (~ bu) [I) -+ l!1 (.li yU) 

it§ -+i±. (~cun) 

5l (you) : fk -+~k 

~t -+~~f 1ft -+ ~~ ( ~ niao "bird" ) 



c) Simpler element is a character (and is a "phoneticH 
): 

~ -+~t (t zhong) ~ -+:f (f-ping) 

~l -+ {.f (f-yang)*-+~ (1~ hua) 

'11 ~ Il~ -+lA (/1 ........ ren) ~ -+*.[ (&'ji) 


#\-+*IL (JLji ) J;t -+ J.k: (k as 't*kuai ) 

if! -+ .1! (#- jing) It -+ 17k (,If jin) 

"poor" phonetic : III -+ I!l (~dong) 

d) Simpler character of similar sound is substituted (i.e. phonetic 

substitution): 

-it -+ 1t (1t shi) ~ -+ JL (JLji) 


~ -+ .£ (.£ Ii) #-+-f (-f gan) 


ft -+ 16 (16 hou) 


e) Simpler element is a character, apparently chosen for its meaning 

rather than sound: 

~tt -+.i~ (;r: bii) It -+ 1*- (..t. ben "root; trunk") 

1t -+ ~ (~you) 



4. Simplification that preserves general shape: "gestalks" 

.~-+ ~ -k-+* ,k-+ 5*
~-+i~ J¥.-+ift ~,-+ ~"'" 

jJt-+* ~-+ ~ A-+*

it -+.1; ~-+Jaj ~-+ 7;} 

i~-+~h "~~«c -+ ..... ~ ~iJi -+ ~1i 

iji-+* 

s. Other: 

til i1"'i~--+'~ 

t,yt-+* 

*-+.* 

jhf-+1l' 

't-+~ 

6. Confusing Cases: 

a) Complete mergers: 

b) Near merge~: 

ilt -+-* 
(all of *tou) 
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