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Final Freedom?
The Abolition of Slavery in Haiti
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“23 August. Revolt of the negroes in Saint-
Domingue. The contradictory decrees of the
National Assembly on the freedom of the negroes,
notably that of May 13, have handed the colony
over to all of the horrors o;‘ civil war.”
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What is a Slave Revolution?/
What Does It Mean to Abolish Slavery?

* Improve the conditions of labor (more free days
oer week) for all slaves

* Free only the most prominent slave insurgents
and permit them to exercise a leadership role

 Compensate for labor while keeping “slaves”
attached to their plantations

* Rid the land of white masters/overseers

* Divide plantations into small landholdings to be
maintained by peasants




Jean-Francois and Biassou to the
C1vil Commissioners, Dec. 21, 1791

“The bad treatment of their masters, most of whom torture their slaves by
mistreating them in all sorts of ways, taking away their two hours [of
midday rest], and their holidays, and Sundays, leaving them naked,
without any help even when they are sick, and letting them die of misery.
Yes, sirs, how many barbarous masters there are who enjoy being cruel to
these miserable slaves, or else managers or administrators who, to stay in
their employers’ good graces, afflict a thousand of the same cruelties on
the slaves as they pretend to carry out their responsibilities.

Oh, sirs, in the name of humanity, deign to look favorably on these
unfortunates by clearly outlawing such harsh mistreatment, abolishing the
terrible plantation prisons, . . . and trying to improve the condition of this
class of men.”
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Sonthonax, Decree of Aug. 29, 1793

“To restore order and tranquility . . .

All the negres and mixed blood peole currently in
slavery are declared free to enjoy all the rights of
French citizens; they are nevertheless subject to the
[following] regime . . .

The negres currently working on the plantations of
their former masters are required to remain there.

They will work 1n agriculture . . .

The Code Noir is provisionally repealed.”
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