
Achieving Statehood: 

Haiti Among the Powers of the Earth 
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What is a Slave Revolution?/ 
What Does It Mean to Abolish Slavery? 

• Improve the conditions of labor (more free days per 
week) for all slaves 

• Free only the most prominent slave insurgents and 
permit them to exercise a leadership role 

• Compensate for labor while keeping “slaves” attached 
to their plantations 

• Eliminate the “property” element 
• Eliminate the element of racial subordination 
• Rid the land of white masters/overseers 
• Divide plantations into small landholdings to be 

maintained by peasants 
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“When in the Course of 
human events, it 
becomes necessary for 
one people to dissolve 
the political bands which 
have connected them 
with another, and to 
assume among the 
powers of the earth, the 
separate and equal 
station to which the 
Laws of Nature and of 
Nature’s God entitle 
them . . .” 
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1770 Map 
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Photo courtesy of Stefan Krasowski on Flickr. CC-BY.
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http://flickr.com/photos/65638600@N05/8070541378/
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Maps of the United States prior and after the 1763 Treaty of Paris have
been removed due to copyright restrictions. See: Wikipedia.
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:NorthAmerica1762-83.png


Map of the United States and Territories from April 20, 1803 to March 27,
1804 removed due to copyright restrictions. See: Wikipedia.

18

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:United_States_1789-03-1789-08.png


Past and Coming Attractions 

• Units 1-3: the Atlantic revolutionary era 
(minus the Spanish American revolutions of 
the early 19th century)  

• Unit 4 

– Legacies 

– Comparisons 

– Theory 

– Egypt 
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