
The Athenian Acropolis 

Image courtesy of Jack Versloot on flickr. License CC BY.
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Dates:  

• 447 – work initiated 

• 438 – cult statue dedicated 

• 433/2 - completed 

Temple of Athena Parthenos 

Image courtesy of Steve Swayne.
Source: Wikimedia Commons. License CC BY.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Parthenon_in_Athens.jpg


Architects: Iktinos, Kallikrates, Karpion. 

Supervisor: Phidias 

 ‘…director and supervisor of the whole project’ (Plut., Per. 13). 

Image courtesy of Steve Swayne.
Source: Wikimedia Commons. License CC BY.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Parthenon_in_Athens.jpg


Poseidonia 

Temple of Hera 

c. 540-530 BC 

Image courtesy of Steven Zucker on flickr. License CC BY-NC-SA.
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Model 

Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto 

Inside the Naos 

Image courtesy of Scazon on flickr. License CC BY.
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Pausanias 1.24.5 

• As you enter the temple that they name 
the Parthenon, all the sculptures you see 
on what is called the pediment refer to the 
birth of Athena, those on the rear 
pediment represent the contest for the 
land between Athena and Poseidon. 

From Pausanias: Description of Greece, with an English translation by W. H. S. Jones. This material is in the public domain.
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This image is in the public domain.
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Birth of Athena 

Phrynos Painter, c. 560 BC 

(London B 424) 

Image courtesy of Pillar Torres on flickr. License CC BY-NC-SA.
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East pediment figures 
British Museum 

Image courtesy of virtusincertus on flickr. License CC BY.

Image courtesy of Justin Norris on flickr. License CC BY. 9
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Remains of the west pediment 

Image courtesy of Will Johnson on flickr. License CC BY-NC-SA.
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‘Isis’ 

(British Museum) Image courtesy of Kyle Taylor on flickr. License CC BY.
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‘Ilissos’ (British Museum) 

Image courtesy of Marie-Lan Nguyen.
Source: Wikimedia Commons. License CC BY.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:West_pediment_A_Parthenon_BM.jpg


Image courtesy of Jean-Pierre Dalbéra on flickr. License CC BY. Image courtesy of virtusincertus on flickr. License CC BY.
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Image courtesy of Eden, Janine and Jim on flickr. License CC BY.
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Image courtesy of Jagrap on flickr. License CC BY-NC.
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Image courtesy of Sebastià Giralt on flickr. License CC BY-NC-SA.
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Image courtesy of rocor on flickr. License CC BY-NC.
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East Frieze – Women Attendants 

Image courtesy of Pillar Torres on flickr. License CC BY-NC-SA.

18

https://www.flickr.com/photos/pilar_torres/8750007701/in/photolist-ekd5rK-8VgdZJ-5fTof5-7wfWgy-7wfVXJ-bbzBWc-5wUwmv-7wfWBA-8LSqKZ-BBjcJ-BBjCK-8X1kyH-8X4hTE-5fTnGf-7rAV9L-6sZ5Dy-6sZ7Bw-6sZ3pJ-6sYYZm-6sUVaR-6sV9J4-6sZmYh-6sZeGy-6sZggb-6sVfVP-8AibBH-7rATGQ-8WAg7Y-8WAg2d-7rwZN2-8X4kFS-bGdQBt-btj18s-bGdQHx-btj1aQ-btj1gu-bGdQKR-qCmycP-pV3nnL-96h6v6-96k7rL-96h5DV-96h6kv-96h5Yp-bqrjJV-o7wUY5-c8SaCh-c8SbBE-c8Sb8w-6sUNEV


Elders / Eponymous Heroes 

Image courtesy of eltpics on flickr. License CC BY-NC.
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Image courtesy of Jean-Pierre Dalbéra on flickr. License CC BY.
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Image courtesy of sp!ros on flickr. License CC BY-NC.
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