
 

Lecture 11   Reading Questions 
 
“The Entitlement Theory” 
 
Readings:  
 
Selections from “Anarchy, State, and Utopia” by Robert Nozick. 
 
 
(1) What three topics exhaust the subject of “justice in holdings”? What 
principles belong to these topics? 
 
(2) When are a person’s holdings just, according to Nozick?  
 
(3) “[A]ny adequate theory of justice in acquisition will contain a proviso.” 
What is the content of the proviso according to Nozick, and how does he 
imagine it may be satisfied?  
 
(4) What kind of government activities does Nozick’s theory require? How 
would a government enforce “justice in holdings”?  
 
(5) What implications does Nozick’s theory have on the current distribution of 
property and wealth? Does it require any redistribution of property? From 
whom? To whom? On what grounds? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nozick, Robert. Anarchy, State, and Utopia. Basic Books, 1977. All rights reserved. This content is excluded 
from our Creative Commons license. For more information, see http://ocw.mit.edu/fairuse  

 
.

http://ocw.mit.edu/fairuse


MIT OpenCourseWare
http://ocw.mit.edu

24.04J / 17.01J Justice
Spring 2012
 
 
 
For information about citing these materials or our Terms of Use, visit: http://ocw.mit.edu/terms.

http://ocw.mit.edu/terms
http://ocw.mit.edu

