
21L.012 Forms of Western Narrative 
Key Technical Terms 
 
absentation 
abstract space 
actant 
adventure 
adventure time 
agent 
agon 
alienation 
allegory 
amplification 
anagnoresis 
analepsis 
antistrophe 
aporia 
Bildungsroman 
camera angle 
catharsis 
cause 
change 
character 
chronotope 
climax 
close-up 
comedy 
commodity 
complication  
concatenation 
condensation 
crisis 
dactylic hexameter 
deduction 
demonstration 
denouement  
detective fiction 
donor 
drama 
dream content   
dream thought   
dreamwork 
ecphrasis 
epic 
episode 
episodic structure 
epistolary novel 
epithet 
establishing shot 

evidence 
exchange-value 
fetish 
frame 
frame narrative 
function 
genre 
Gothic horror 
hagiography 
helper 
history 
ideology 
image 
imbedded narrative 
induction 
initial situation 
invocation 
irony 
lack 
latent content   
manifest content  
manuscript 
mediation 
medium 
melodrama 
mise-en-scene 
montage 
moral 
move 
narration 
narrative 
narrator 
novel 
open-ended architecture 
oral formulaic 
ordeal 
pastoral 
patronymic 
performative speech acts 
peripateia 
perspective 
point of view 
premise 
print 
prolepsis 
prologue 

realism 
return 
ring structure 
romance 
scene 
skins 
stasimon 
strophe 
sublimation 
surrealism 
symbol 
terminal function 
theme 
timing 
triangulation 
unconscious 
use-value 
voice 
wide-angle 
wish fulfillment 
 
 
 


